
Fund CalFood at $16.5 million
Fight Hunger in California

For more information, contact 
andrew@cafoodbanks.org

CalFresh should be our first defense against 
hunger, but its ability to meet the need is 
diminished by the current climate of fear that 
is keeping families away from the program. 
Food banks are the only source of food with 
no questions asked. Even among CalFresh 
recipients, nearly one-third visit food banks 
due to inadequate benefits.

The Governor's January 10 budget proposes $8 
million, a strong foundation but insufficient to 
meet the need in our communities. 

We request the Budget 
provide ongoing funding for 
CalFood at $16.5 million. 

the extraordinary cost of housing that is 
forcing families to choose between food 
and rent;

the most destructive Wildfires in state 
history that has disrupted familiesʼ ability to 
find housing and work.

Peer State Investments in Emergency Food Assistance 
Annual State  

Emergency Food 
Funding1

Food Inse-
cure Persons2

Annual 
Expenditure 

Per Person

SNAP 
Participation 

Rate3

Massachusetts $18.4 million 652,760 $28.19 82%

New York $34.5 million 2,352,940 $13.79 87%

Pennsylvania $18.2 million 1,599,520 $11.38 90%

Ohio $16 million 1,758,310 $9.10 87%

Washington $4.9 million 872,720 $5.61 100%

New Jersey $6.8 million 919,030 $7.40 74%

Texas $4.8 million 4,277,540 $1.12 70%

California $8 million 4,574,710 $1.75 70%

California faces a 
hunger crisis affecting 
1 in 8 statewide — 
including 1 in 4 kids — compounded by: 

the climate of fear that is driving  
families away from CalFresh and other 
public benefit programs;



Fight hunger & support farmers
CalFood can only purchase foods produced in California, like 
healthy fresh produce, dairy and proteins, benefiting our farmers.

Californians miss 783 million meals every year, and it would cost 
food banks about $125M annually to meet that need.2 Our ask of 
would provide some 100 million meals statewide – a meaningful 

step to close that gap. 

Prioritize ending hunger 
in the California budget
Funding CalFood at $24.5M (Governor's $8M & ask of $16.5M) 

would only provide some $5.36 per Californian in need of 

food – far less than our peer states that have fewer people 
facing hunger and much higher SNAP (CalFresh) 
participation.

1. Compiled from each state’s emergency food funding data. 

2. Feeding America, Map the Meal Gap. https://map.feedingamerica.org/

3. USDA, Reaching Those in Need. https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/ops/Reaching2015.pdf 

For more information,  
contact andrew@cafoodbanks.org

Fight hunger & support our farmers: 

Invest $16.5M ongoing in CalFood




